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Aside From Experience of Stage, and the Prom-
inence Which the Courts Have Brought,
Hers Is an Interesting Personality.
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] Eventful Episodes in Life of Actress Who Says Ben
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Dramatic indeed s the true, strange story
of “One Woman's Life.”

In the beginning it was a romance, llke &l
wthere, for it began with love.

It began with love and found love's old,
sad end—despalr, death, even worse.

It began years ago in & baby’'s cradle, at
Wilmington, Del.

its scene changed from the simple Quaker
—where sirife was shut out and
love shut in—to the Friends’' School,

‘Then to every town and city in the United
States, and finally to & home In New York,
where & woman waits in bourly expectatioa
fof & summons to prison.

It is & strangs and unsual story of =

E

is her own.story:

been dalled a conspirator™ sald
Biggar-Bennett, half recklesaly, half
“and I am walting, walting for my In-
dictment by the Grand Jury: then I shall
mywself up to the aothoritles

she spoke gayly, vivaciously,
ring of bravado about it, al-
M. Bennett has ths
seeing the bright side of

| tawny balr framed a kindly smfilng
§  .fase. Her eyes were blue, earnest and sym-

VirL1$ HC‘. Connere:

They darkened when she becama inter-
ested, unt!l they sppeared almost as dark
as their lashes.

Bhe had perfeet taste in dreas; she wors
a quiet, appropriate garb in keeping with
her seciusion.

*“T do wish it wers finlshed.” she continued
wearily, "1 am so tired—so tired.

“As everybody knows, I was born In Wii-
mington, Del., she continued.

“My mother was o Qunker, and very
strongly objected to my publle ambitions.

“Indeed, she always sncouraged me to
aveld the wvanities of life, and wery early
sent me to the Friends’ 8choo! fn Wilming-
ton, because I became too unmanageable
for my governess.

“T was the only child, and, of courses, was
allowed to rule those who had a great af-
fection for me, especlally my mother, of
whom 1 wae exceedingly fond.

MOTHER PLACED HER
IN FRIENDS BCHOOL.

“All the joy went out of my Ifs when she
aled, ten years ago, for, of =il my friends,
she was the only one who understood and
really loved me.

“Ehe was anxious for me to cultivats my
mind, but discournged ostentatious display.

“Music and the languanges she Insisted up-
on, and when I was placed In the Frisnds
Bchool her first admonition was:

“sraurs, thee must follow the ways of
thy mother and not give up to the wicked
pomps of life.’

“But the dramatie was my earliest and
most natural Inclination, fostered from my
first visit to a clrcus, to which my mother
would not take me.

“Bhe even consldered it sacrileglous to
read the posters.
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“Tt was always my dJdelleht to play the-
atricals with my playmates, and when I
Eradunted from the Quaker schovl st the
age of 14 years, | gave dramatic readings
io o concert company for church beneflis,

“At that time I was sent to Philadelphia
to study under Professor Everest, cultivat-
Ing my voice In preparation for a more
technical tralning with Marches!, in Parts.

“But fate willed it otherwise. T made a
visit to New York, and was persuaded to
have my voles tried by an operatic com-
pany.

“Perhaps I would have gone on the stage
then, but my mother at this point Inter-
fered and took me home.

“Then began days and nights of anxlons
pleadings to be allowed to give vent to the
genios which I knew I possessed, and fin-
ally one day I read in a paper the following
advertisement:

" *Wanted—An amateur
money, to star jolntly
star.'

*“T felt that this was my opportunity, and
urged mother to allow me to answer it

“Of course, she tried to dlssuade mes, but
I coaxed and coaxed, untll she decided to
let me meet the ‘penniless star.’

pctress,  with
with well-known

LAURA BIGGAR,

From Her Litest Photograpn

*1he tour the compuny weut upon con-
tinued thres or four months, and then my
mother left me, after gaining the manugera
promiss to send me home In two wesis,

"0t course, the sudden determination of
my mother to tike me off the stage Was a
Llow to my ambition, and after soe left I
conflded my troubles to the leading man,

“It seemed hard that | woas to finish my
careor In fur* two werkw
MARRIED J. W. McCONNELL,
LEADING MAN OF THE COMPANT,

“He consoled me by saying:

YOI you marry.me you needn't go back
to your mother. T'1] take you to Culifornia
and make a star of yYou.*

*That wns a happy ldea, as I thought, and
stralghtway wrote to mother of my Inten-
tion to be married, If she wonld consent.

“We were 8t Winnipes, Manltcha, and T
had, so 1 thought, sufficient time for an
answer from my mother befors the date set
for the wedding.

“T walted impatiently, azd as tha days
passel grew restlesa at the delay and be-
gan to telegraph.

“Sundny wns set for the wedding, to
which the whole company wan invited, when
I told my .flance that I would not marry
without mother's consent.

AR5
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‘But I've already grdered the supper,’ he
sald. That settied it—he had ordered the
supper, and that night, at the age of 17, I
was married to J. W. MeConnell

"The next morning mother'y telegram, de-
layed by severe storms then myging In Can-
arda, resched mn.

“It was too iate, and I eontinued my trip
to Callfoarnin with my hushand.

“When I reached Ban Franclses 1 opened
in the title role of ‘Snokflake’ at the Grand
Opera-houss, after which I retired from the
stage for a time,

“Myr next theatrical wventurs was with
Thomas's Opera Compuny, follewed by an
angiagemant at the Tivoll

“Willtam A, Brady, In hi= firet venture as
A mannger, engaged my husbund and my-
pclf for a gx weelks' tour,

“We played contlnuously for thres years
all over the Unlted States.

“Om our frst Eastern tour, Mr. Bennett
first saw me, and during ths next two ¥Eears
never falled to #ee a performnnce when we
happened to be In the same town

“I refused to see him at this time, be-
causa he was married

“Hut he did not lessen him !mpartunities

on that account, sending flowers and tokens

TOLD FOR THE FIRST TIME BY THE WOMAN
GHARGED WITH A GREAT CONSPIRACY.

nett Millions Rightfully Belong to Her.
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: CASE IN BRIEF. -

z Laura Blggar, after her retiremont from the stage soveral years ago, lived with o

& aged Henry Hennett, milljapaive, neting os his norse snd companion. S

& Upon his déath he left her nearly half of his fortune put in & widow's @ g
L 4 re estate, clzliming that they had heen secrotly married L4 iy =l
Y a child, which sl averred hiod Deen born shortly nfter his denth. @ <
& controversy which fi weid she w « ridd withh conspirncy, and thae $ s :'-
& doctor wlo atténded her and the Juutice of the Pouce who nttested to her marriage $ V
# were placed under qrrest . ® Ty
L Warrnnts were lssued for her alsn She has not yet surrendersd her=elf, but ¢

& says she will do so if {ndicted by the Grand Jury L
BHe*9900009 00 PVVPCHPEC L9900 0%¢ 00N

LATRA BIGGER MAKING UP FOR THR

frequent!y and Importuning me by letter to
mest him.

“Scon after this I went West to visit my
mother, who lved on a raneh In the wilds
of Callfornla, which wus fully fifteen miles
from the nemrest town,

“For nearly five months T saw no one hat
the Indians, who were the Izborers, unill
one day a fortune teller made us a vist,

FORTUNE TELLER SPOKE
OF WHITE-HAIRED MAN,

* *“HBhe sald: There s a whits-haired old
man who !s in your life, and he will be the
controlling power.

* ‘He has seen you many,
and thinks of you constantly,

* ‘He {s married now, but one day you will
meet, and know him. It ls written In your
palm, child. He Is rich.

* "You will derlva great benefits from him
and soms day you will marry him.*

“1 was divorced at this time and pald but
lttle attention to the gypsy's prophecy un-
til years after its fulfiliment

“1 met Mr. Bonnatt first In New York. His
wife was llving and he stili persisted In
paying me attention, which I consclentiously
refused. ’

“However, for five years, he watched my
career and offered assistance financlally at
any tims, so he gald, that I should require
it

“In Oetober of 1897, Mra. Bennett, his wife,
dled. 1 was out West at this time, but Mr,
Bennett apprised me of her death by tele-
gram.,

“Immediately following this came a letter
importuning an early marriage; that he
had loved me madly for seven Yyears, and
urging his advanced age sa an excuse for
an immediats wedding,

"1 thought long and ecarefully over his
proposal and finally decided to marry him
with the condition which he named—that
the wedding was to be Rept & secret untfl
some time had elapsed after Mrs, Bennett's
death.
"I herd worked strenuously for thirteen
years. I was tired out In body and soul
traveling and stopping at one-night standa
and enduring the viclssitudes of theatrical
uncertalnties, which only thoss who bave
had them can appreciats,
“My boy by my first marriage was in his
teens, and needed the advantages of educa-
tion that I feared I would not be able to
give him, and It was after an earnest con-
slderation of these conditlons that I declded
to marry Mr. Bennett secretly.
"1 needed the rest and the home that had
long been denled me, and did probably what
chrcumstances,

marny times,

most women would do In my

married with that end In view.

WIDOW IN “A TRIP TO CHINA TOWN.®

*Mr. Bennett was always kind to my doy,
and, while he wns a man of many peculliris
ties, he waa unfalling In his kindness to me

“We lived from April untll July of emch
year upon the Windsor stock farm, which
e hoped to convert into a beautiful eetats,
| and planned until the day before his death
| to improve It with drivea and lnwas.
| ‘Nothing pleassd him =0 much ss opm
admiration for me expreasad by others. It i
pleueed bis vanlty, and to this end all who ¥
knew him well and sought to galn thelr )
ends began by praising me.

AGHED HUSBAND FROUD
OF YOUNG WIFE,

“The =servants at the old farm grew to
love me and for ths first time In their lves
recelved a Christmas present from Mr. Beo= .
nett on the Christmas before his death.

“He wns a man of pecullar whims He ¥
bought me a typewritter and Insisted that %
I learn to operate the machina L'

“After that I answered all of his lettare
ani transacied othér business, besides do-
ing all of his cooking, and, while he was
an invalid, was eopstantly at his bedside

"My miseried multiplied in the last y=om,

&nd 1 surely messured time by heart throbs,
The friends who had greatest cause to pro=
tect me suddenly becams Indifferent when I r
needed thelr symopathy, and this ingratitods
has been the hardest part of all to endure,
“T only asked for that which was due me
—tha right tc establish my wifehood and the
lagitimacy of my child, burn afier Mr. Ban-
nett’'s death
“I was contentsd when the Justice of the
Peace swore in court that he had marvied
us, and Doctor Hendrick testified to the
birth of our child
“l1 azked my lawyers to drop all proceed-
Ings, sayving I was amply provided for snd
since the validity of my marriage was ese
tablished 1 had nothing to wish for,
“Then the other side cried consplraey,
Then sald the marringe certificate was
froudulent and that a child had not beem
born; that I was avaricious and wantsd the
whole estute. This Is untrua,
*T am fighting for the tardy respect thad 4
must be given me. iy
“My son was in Bt. John's Acaflemy, af ¢
Fordham, until the curlosity of pupils in~ &
fluenced him to run away from schos] te ¥
hunt for me in my trouble.
“Then the trustees refusel to taky him
back, and I think thelr sction has been
more on account of their fear of motoriety
than an iInfringement of school @iscipiine
“T am constantly in receipt of latters from
unknown men, letters begying money, urg-
Ing that I am rich and the writers are poor,
and then there are other letters, lottery of
sentiment.**
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S, MARGERY PETERS IS
- LUCKIEST UNLUCKY GIRL.
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on which she was playing, and landed updn
& brick sidewalk, luckily, marvelously luck-
tly, without breaking a bone—a fall which
would have killed any ene else

family.
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was four storiss Iin helght, but ths resr
wall was only three.

The children were playing on this three-
story extension, protected by a hand rail
running around the edge of the roof.

Little Marjory was gayly swinging on a
rope and having a beautiful time, when the
treacherous cord broke, and she rolled over
the edge of the roof.

“Mattie,” seeing her friend's desperate
fall, ran screaming Into the house to teil
her mother. They found the lttle ene Iying
on her sida in the arsaway, unconscious,
but still breathing, and carried her into the
house.
= Mra, Peters was sent for and when she en-
tered the room Marjory opened her eyes.
The distracted mother, not realizing what
she was doing, commanded her to get out
of bed

“Stand up for mother,” she cried, and
Marjory stood on her feet for one Instant
and then lapsed into unconsclousness agaln.

The dootors were nonplused when they
made an examination. Instead of the brok-
en b Showed how severs had been the
thing that showed how pevere had been the
fall was u brulsed and scraped side.

When It was explained to them that she
had gons through the air for & distance of
thirty-seven feet, narrowly escaplng some
projecting beams, which had she struck
them would have killed her instantly—

When it was known that she had struck
tha bricks without anything to break her
fall, one of the doctors shook his head and

“That girl bears a charmed life.”

As It happened a full-grown man fall from
& pcaffold the same day, almost at the sgame
hour. He fell only twenty feet, but it killed

|

“When T woke up T heard mamma's volce
saying, “Stand up for mother, Murjory,' an-d
I stood up and tried to put my urms 'amund
her neck. T ny side hort me s> much
that I falnted again'

One cuannot heve a serfous fall without
rustaining  some Injury, no mnotier how
falthful may be one's gunrdinn angel. The
effects upon Mlss Pelers were great,

She was Il In bed for many manths, and
required conmtant attentlon. When at Inst
she was abls 1o be It was found that
ghe had received # n ehock to her
nervous syetem that was unuble to sys-
tuln an endeavor for any léngth of time.

'l was out of the question Whenevar
Ehe  went to school, or attempted 1o con-
centraie her mind on « glven task, she was

attacked with a violent headache, and com-
pelled 1o step. 8o she did not have to
school—lucky unlucky girl! e

Her mother took her edueation in hand
and taught her evervthing she knows. She
can play the plano, sing, sew, dance, read,
write and flager.” and s tomething of a
botanist besides,

Un secount of her fall she has escaped
all the roughuess of n mixed achool, and
received the best of training at her moth-
er's Kies. Good luck. therelors, came out
of bad luck, and then It was discovered that
the mystic numbgr seven was Intimately
connected with her in many ways, and to
ita influence is atiributed the utradictery
experiences of her life and the Juck that
saved her.

It is a curlous fact that thers are seven
letters in her given name of Marjory, as
there are seven letters in the last nam'. of
her playmute, Douglas,

Her mother was just 21 years old when
Marjory wan born, being three Umes seven,
&ud her falher s a seventh son and was
burn in a house with the number 21 on the
door.

When her mother was the sama
the child she had a fall from a trée to a
stone pavercent. But her destiny was not
inflaenced In any mystical number, and ahs
sustauned a Cractured arm and a broken
nose. .

Even the year of her birth contained the
Iueky number. Bhe was born on Jan
24, 1857, And the accident, the big accident
of her Ufe—for she has had many smaller
ones—oecurred ten year later, in 1897,

Her grandmother, for whom she {s named,
Mrs. SBarah M. Peters, lives In Newark.

When she was 7 years old Marjory
a foretaste of the umm-m:‘i
to coms thres years later.

age mn

ther and mother fn tha garden attached to
the houwre. During the “game’ her father
swung the bat and accldentally hit her upon
the head, Ahe wns rendered unconsolous
for the sama length of time that ahe weaa
afterwards unoanealons as a resilt of the
tall,

In the yoar 1807 sha had a soriea of qool
denta, A wailor at a gummer hote]l apllled
& cup of bolling coffes over her and mevers-
1y mcalded har.

Bhe atotmptod to eroma tha sirsot In pur-

e

Later she fell against an fron fence and
broke the corners of her front teeth. Thea
came the fall from the reof, all In one
year.

Beveral years before 1887 an astrologer '}
who visited the houss became mterested in
the flaxen-haired girl, and cast her hore- \
ecope. He would not tell what he had

found In store for her. but he told her L !
mothor to look out for werious trouble im

the yoar onding with a seven.

And now her relatives are what

Y,

+ grr ¥

ruit of her brother Dreaw's flealng baseball
and was run over by a blcyele.

wondering
will Rappcn to Marjory In the next year
that contains a seven—I1907,
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FOREST AND ETEFHEN RODDY,

Bons of R. A. Roddy. a prominent merchant of Centralla, Mo.
to make an overland trip to 8t Louls to see the World's Fair. They will travel
eart drawn by thess calves. Their pets will be 3 years old In

traioed by the lads

The boys have planmed
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